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The Vice of Truth uttered forth again 
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H. ye Rulers, and Magiſtrates , who are now in 
Authoritie 5 how do ycu flight the Goodneſs of 
God, in this the day of your Viſitation , inaſ- 

much as you have cauſed the Innocent to ſuffer, 
and let the guilty go free ? Oh Friends, how doth wickedneſs 

abound , in Townes and Countrey, and alſo in your own Fa- 
milies,(where firft it ought to be puniſhed) as alto in your own 

Particulars ? in ſo doing you would become 2ood Examples in 
your own Families,and alſo general Patterns of good through- 

out the Land : ſo would you be a Terrour to the Wicked, and 

Evil Doers ; and a Praile to them that do Well : and herein 
would you anſwer the Righteous Law of God, written in the 
heart. Which is accoraing to the Apoſtles Doctrine : but be- 

ing outof that, which bringeth into the Moderation in your 
own Particulars, ye cannot with ſafety puniſh others for the 
things whereof you are Guilty ; and fo living in the Excefle 

your ſelves,others eyes are upon you,and take example by you, 
to do as you do, and to follow after the fame exceſle of wic- 
kedneſs ; and ſuch are accepted of you , and countenanced 
by you, whereby the wicked are become very ſtrong ; info- 
much that they run into wickedneſs with greedimets , and 
commit Lewdneſs as with Zeal;and ſo Mercy,and true Judge- 
ment is forfaken in the Land , and the Righteous Law of God 

(wnich is to-do unto all men as you would they ſhould 'do-unto 

y,ou) 19 turned backward ; and Righteouſneſs, and Equitie, is 
counted. a Ridiculous. thing; and the Holy Spirit of God, 

which teacheth the Law of the Lord, & leadeth into all Truth, 
this is made a mock of, and is had in Derifion dayly through- 
out the Land ; and the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant of 

God is trampled upon, and accounted of as an horrible thing ; 
and thus it 1s come to paſle ;- and thus you ſuffer to be done 
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unto them who keep in Gods Holy Covenant, and obey the 
Holy Spirit of God ; and do Meditate on his Righteous Law 
Day and Night,by which they are led, and guided up to God; 
andin all things to do as they would be done unto, and for de- 
<laring this in Doctrine, Life, & Converſation; andfor bearing 
our Teſtimonies againk falſe. Prophets, 8 againſt falſe Teach- 
ers,ſuch as Preach for Hire,and will be drunk in Tavernes,and 
other places : Who are Covetons, Proud, Boaſters, Heady, High- 
minded, Lovers of Pleaſures, mare then Lovers of God , &c, 
Tim. 3. Such as the Apoſtle ſpoke of, and bore his Teſtimony 
againſt : and for our declaring againſt them, and ſuch as fol- 
low them in thoſe things ; who are become one with them ; 
like Prieſt like People, all in the Errour , out of the Fear of 
the Lord.; committing all manner of Lewdneſs , and runing 
 dayly into all manner of exceſſe of wickedneſs , with greedi-. 
neſs: In confideration whereof, many 1s the time that my 
Life hath been heavily burthened , and my, Soul grieved ; 
' which hath cauſed me to walk Sorrowtfully , day after day, 
to ſee how greedily the People run on to their Everlaſting Dz. 
truKion, & fat up themſelves in wickedneſs,as the Ox for the 
Naughter : Oh ! ye Rulers, when I have conſidered how theſe 
People ate ſtrengthened by you , thus to run on in Lewdneſs 
and all manner of Prophanneſs , againſt the Righteous God that 
made them , then hath my heart been | pane for you, and 
have hazarded my Life for. you , and for them ; and have 
freely $iven up my Life for your ſakes, being thereunto re- 
quired of the Lord, whoſe Tender Viſitation hath been over 
you ; by whom I have been ſent amongft you, at your Meetings 
to acquaint you that it was the Day of Gods Love, and YViſita- 
tou towards you, and to declare againſt your #»god/y Forſhip, 
Lives and Prattices, to the end you might hearken thereunto, 
and that you might be turned from the Darkyeſs to the Light, 
and from Satans Power,unto the Power of the Lrving Ged, which 
15 the ſame the Apoſtles Preached, and brought People into : 
for which Do&rine they ſuffered grievouſly, by the Men of 
that Generation; even as I have done by the hands of this 
Generation , for bearing the ſame Teſtimony as they did, 
namely, my Wife haled out of her houſe, by Samuel Graves 

Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, who. alſo toreioff ſome of her Clothes ,- in the -opes 
Street, in Gght of many People, by which my Children that 
were crying about. her, were affrighted , and received hurt 
thereby , and my. People beaten from their work and haled by 
the hair of the head , and threatned with grievous Language, 
what he wonld do unto them:this was done by the ſaid Graves, 
and his Wite, and my ſelf abuſed very much art ſeveral times, 
for Truths ſake ; oace haled to the Stocks and there ſet till the 
Prieſt had done; and after committed to Priſon : 'once for 
coming to their Meeting at Spe:zghts Town, to ſhew the Magi- 
ſtraces that were there, how the Prieſts People were beating 
and abuſing ſome of my Friends , with ſore Kicks, and heavy 
Blowes, with Staves, and ( udgels; which thing was ſuffered 
to be done in fight of the Magittrates, and the People that did 
it were ſtrengthened by them ; and for declaring unto them 
my Friends Sutferings, how they were abuſed, that they might 
Rill the People, by Whoſe Wickedneſs my Friends lives lay 
in danger. In anſwer thereunto, Command was given to take 
»*2e away, the which was done by wicked People , who ſorely 
beat me with great Cudgels, and Staves, with ſore Kicks on 
my Belly, and other parts of my Body ; and ſo they carryed' 
me to the Stocks, with my hands and feet with the ſmall of 
my back croſs a Cudgel, ſhaking and abuſing me in that manner 
unto the Stocks, as a ſheep carrying to the Butcher ; and after, 
with my Friends, committed to Priſon. Another time; for put- 
ting up a Friends Paper, at the Pariſh houſe, called Luctes 
Church ; in which Paper was declared againſt Drankenneſs,and 
all wanner of Wickedaeſs , exhorting People to turn therefrom, 
and repent thereof ; for Which thing I was taken ints the hpuſe, 
by one of their Church Officers,called les Scotro,who ſaid I 
ſhould receive no wrong, with whom I went in, where Prieft 
Gray and his People were met together, and ſpake theſe words 
to the People ; I came in at the requeſt of the ſaid Scotto, wha 
Pronnſed I ſhould recerve no wrong, but before I had fully uttered 
theſe words, my Hat was pulled off, and by the People I was 
haled to the door, and thrown down three or four ſteps ; and I 
getting up,they fell upon me, and beat me with Cudgels, un- 


cill I fell down as dead : andas I lay in that manner, ſevweld 
ſto 
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ood beating me with at; Paws as Iwas told, after T was 
recovered ;'and when-my.ſences were/ come unto:Me , it was 
laid upon me to ſpeak to the People in Love, toſhew them che 
Ewil thoy haddone, and defired rhat the Lard mn gbr nat lay it to 
their charge ; for which"ſeveral of them fell upon me again, 
afid beat me , and punched me with their Sticks very much , and 
{o continued following of me for a good ſpace on my way, 
This was alſo done in the fight of Magiſtrates, and ſeveral 
others Officers that were there , who had Power to'have pre. 
vented it'; "but did not , but rather'{trengthened the People, 
I pray God it be not laid to their charge. Alto by: Matthew 
Gray Ptieſt of the fame Parith, ſometimes after , upon the 
Day the King was Proclaimed, came Dtunk to a Tavern over 
- againſt my houſe, and I looking out at myChamber-wihdow, 
he ſeeing me, called:to me, and: heldup/tis Horſe Whip, 
ſhaking at me; and ſaid, Tom, you miſt” come no more to mm 
Church, for now ({ajd he) we have got a King ; and ſo ſet Boys, 
and other Rude People to ſtone me in at my Window , and 
alſo ſeveral Perſons with their Guns , who'hot at me ,. by 
which I received ſome- injury , at which he rejoyced:, and: 
leaped, and skipped about the Roome, and further endeavours 
ed in my hearing ( what he could ) to get/the People ts pull 
down my houſe ; and more, I was informed, that he bid ſome 
to fire my houſe ; but before he came the People were quiet, 
and offered me no wrong. FED H-F fr TOY 

"Alfo Thomas Manwaring Prieſt at Sperghts Town', came 1n- 
tb<the. houſe of - Anthony Long, where I was about ſome buſi- 
neſs, he: behaving himſelf much contrary to a Miniſter. of- 
the Goſpel, in vain words, and unſeemly behaviour : I told 
him that hebeing a man that took upon him to be a Teacher 
of People , ought not' to' do - ſuch-'things , "but' rather; reprove 
thems'; upon which he calling me- Quaking Logger-head , and 
Raſcal, and many ſuch likewords , and told me he world have 
a Law made to cut off my Eays, T told him , [had not dou# any 
thing worthy thereof; and he being filled with Envy, went away 
Railing, and Raging at me'; without a cauſe ; after which he' 
promiſed to vive me, and ſole other Friends, a meeting, 
but never did, thoush I, and iny Friends waited ſome time 

| upon 


upondit'r Afterward he ſent me a+Note, wherein he writ, that 
provided I would come alone, by my ſelf, without any other 
with:me, to K:chard Cluffs houſe, and alſo tocome in ſuch a 
frame of Spirit, as might induce him to hear'me,then he might 
Diſcourſe with me; and afterwards I carryed a Letter to his 
houſe, which was Writtery to him by two Friends, but when I 
came there, he refuſed to ſpeak with me, and alſo to receive 
the Letter ,. which I ſent in to him ;. but he returned ir again 
by his. Clerk, who gave it me, andtold me that his Maſter 
would have nothing to do with me, nor yet with my Papers : 
and-ſoon after the faid Manwaring writ me a Letter, in which 
was'theſe words, (viz.) Thomas, Iam ſorry if the Zeal of thy 
Spirit be to: quick for thy Diſcretion, and that a' Cudgel muſt 
beat that ont of thee, which the Devil hath blown 11, Andſub- 
fcribed(his name, 7 brmas Manwaring. 

. Alo- Francs Smmh, Prieſt of Thomas Pariſh, being an age. 
may;-Tmeeting him 'tipon the Road very drunk, I told him, 
It wn hugls time for hins td forſake thoſe Works of Darkneſs ; His 
anſweri was; that it was hroh time for me to become a Rogue, and 
a7h6p:; Allthiswith much more, that might be: mentioned, 
Mmve, Þ ſuffered; befides the Sufferings, which I have born, 
withthe reft of Friends, by Craz/ Mockings,, Scoffings, Sto- 
»ygs- and Crue!” T hreataings, which hath deeply been caft 
upory us; both'inour Holes, on'the high 'wayes , and other 
Places, as we have paſled quietly upon our honeſt occaſions ; 
allyyhich we have born patiently without rendering Evil for 
Evil: Amd'theſerthings' have been laid. before ſome of you, yet 
no redrefie\havewe had, nerther is any amoneſt you that have 
laid thzſe'onr Suffettngs' to heart, nor ar all reproved any of 
the*Evil Dozrs , f6r any of theſe things which have been the 
Cauſe of theſe our'Cruet Svfferings, but have rather ſtrengrh- 
ned" them therein 5 Notwithſtanding the King ſer forth a good 
anda! forme Proclamation, for the gun:[Fment of the Evil Doers, 
whiteh thins-you put 'notin Execution, whereby all honeft ſober 
Peopte: do 'ſee, that yon do notonly caſt the Righteous Law of 
God'behind-your Backs; but alſo the Tu Af of the King ; There- 
tore'all ye Reters, Frdges,. and Faſhices, and all other Officers 
anier yowinthis Iſland, of what fort ſoever ; Confider what yous 
SES hav: 
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have done, and what. you are doing, (and lay theſe:things to heart, 
and Dread hmm, who is a Dreadfull, and Terrible Grd, 'and is 
Mighty, in Majeſty, and Power ; he it 1s that Pleaderth our Cauſe 
for us, and taketh notice of. all your. Actions, Whatſoever you do, 
or ſuffer to'be dove againſt 5, be they done never lo ſecretly,and 
will in. no wiſe let the guilty go free ; but a Day you ſhall know, 
andaſſuredly will comg-upon you , that not exe of you ſhall in 
any wiſe eſcape his band ,, in which Day the Holy God, the 
Righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, will' awake his 
Living Witneſs in every of your Copſciences ; then you ſhall 
ſee, and know, that the Lord-hath Regard to his People,whom 
you have cauſed to ſuffer under you by Crae/ty and Oppreſſior, 
and then will he preſent ,. to your open -views, the Cryes and 
Groans of the oppreſſed, and all that have «njuſtly ſuffered under 
. you ; and then ſhall you read before you, as in a Book, our 
Sufferings, and our Burthens, Which you have ſo heavily laid 
upon 5 ; Which we have patiently born.in this the day-thereof : 
and theſe things in Love 5 and T enderneſs have been laid before 
ou, that you might not be /gxorant of then, which thing hath 
been ſlighted by you ; and would not be convinced of the Evil 
thereof ; but have rather replyed with hard ſpeechs, and great 
Threatzings given forth by ſome of you. againſt the Innocent 
and Beloved of the Lord, though deſpiſed of men, and forſaken : 
| and then ſhall all our Suffer ;ygs , Which you;haye ſuffered to 
be done againſt us, be removed . from #4, and we eaſed, and you 
troubled ; and ſo it muſt be:, that which hath cauſed oxr 
crouble , mult become your ſhame ; and this will be our. Joy, 
that we have ſuffered forthe. T eſtumouy of 4 good Conſcience ; and 
then that which is our Foy, will be your greateſt Sorrow-; and 
the more you deſire to be at eaſe, the more will your Sor- 
row encreaſe : for verily now is the Lord making exqury among 
you, and hath conſidered the Cry of his Sfferiag Seed through- 
out this 1ſlayd, and the Groans, and Sights, and T ears are now 
beheld, and are entered into the Ears of the Loxd Sod of 'Sab- 
bath, who is ready on the Seat of Judgement, and is Mighty 
in Majeſty, and Power, and whole Countenance is Dreadful 


to the Wicked, and Oppreſſors cannot ſtand before him : Yea veti- * 


ly, this I ſay unto. you, ye Bryers, and Thorns (for ſo ye are 
I before 
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before him) he is a conſurming Fire , who will afſurediy burn you 
#p , except you ſpeedily Repent , and depart from the Evil of 
your doings, elſe overturned, and deſtroyed you ſhall be , as ſome 
that are gone before you ; for verily, his Coatroverſie ts againſt 
you ,” and you have wearted the Lord greatly, ' in his long-luffer- 
1gs, and forging with you, inaſmnch as he hath-civen you a 
Day to RepeM i», and you Kepented not , and have ſent his 
Servants , and Meſſengers from far to Declare amongſt you, 
and ye hearkyed not ; and hath tendered hs Son nato you,and ye 
received him not ; and though he hath lozg cred unto you , ye 
have not bearkzed at all, neither have ye had regard unto his 
Voice , but have grieved his Holy Spirit , and have ſlighted hs 
Meſſengers, and done much wrong to his Prophets, and for theſe 
things 15 the Wrath of the Lord kindled againſt yorr , and his 
ſore Indignation is ready to be poxred forth upon you: for verily, 
again I ſay unto you , that the Cry;ng Sms that have been Cor- 
mitted in this Land (Oh ye Rulers) are agarz brought into Re-- 
membrance before the Lord God Almighty, and cry loudly 
Day and Night for Vengeance , becaute ye have been care- 
leſs, and do not yet Repent tor theſe things ; but are preedy, and 
eager,many of you, to affic# and pumſh the Innocent without « 
Cauſe , . who hath in Dear Love, and Tender Pitty to your Pre- 
cious Souls warned you of theſe things, that you might Re- 
pent , and twarn uns the Lord , while there is yet help tor you, 
whereby you might eſcape his Wrath that is coming upon you ; 
and for ſo doing have we been accounted by you as Fools and 
made men; and thoſe that do Wickedly, are accounted Wife 
among you , and ſuch do you Honour as your Connſellors , but 
thus ſaith the Lord ; Wo to him that takes Counſel, but n9t of me, 
for waat ever that man doth,h Work ſhall not Proſper ; There- 
fore ye. Rulers, come forth of your Worldly Wiſdom , which 1s 
Fool:iſhaeſs mith Gad, by which W1ſdem the wiſe Men of the Earth 
ever took Counſel 2gaizft the Lord, and aparnſt hi People, to 
do them hurt, as well in Ages Paſt, as now ; for then by their 
Wiſdom, they ſet themſelves agarnft Chriſt, and put him to 
Death , and by their Wiſdom they Exalted themſelves above 
him, and in their Wiſdom , they withſtood the Apoſtles , and 
Baniſhod him out of their Coaſts; and in their Witdom , they 
'B ſuffered 
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ſuffered much Violence to-be done: _ _ , by A 714 { 
eMockings,, Scornings ,, Reviling, Stocking , and {mpriſon; 

them ; woes as you OS done, = fefrod 3 be done uous 
this they-did; and ſuffered to be done. unto the Apoſtles, not- 
withſtanding: ati their Learmng, and Wiſdom. : And thus they 
went on., -ahd made. great havock. of 'the Char, and. People of 
Godin divers Places, and thoſe things the APBliles /a:d be- 
fore them, being ſufferers nnder them, as We have laid owr ſuf- 
ferings before .you., who have been, and yet are fufferets under 
you. And thus the. Rulers, atid: People Tah on in their awn #/- 


dom in the Apoſtles times, crying againlt them , they . were a 


Dangerous People, and there were many that followed after they, 
and that Paul he turned the World upſide down, and if they were 
ſuffered zo go on, the Romans would come npon them, and take 
therr Places, and their Nation from them. This was their Cry 
then, and the ſame is your Cry now againſt us; and thus you 
have raiſed Falſe and Evil reports of ws, under a pretence of 
an Inſurreftion made in Expland , by a party of Bloody men, 
and have added to it onr Friends, as though they had had a 
hand in-that Bloody Plot , which is a very contrary thing :. for 
Chriſt Jeſus, he came »ot roideſtroy mens lives, but to ſave ther : 
and him we take for our Example , Who ſaid, Atl that »ſe the 
Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, Mat.26.52. And this we ſay 


| unto you , that we have put off our Swords , and caſt aſide all 


Carnal Weapons, never to make uſe of them more, and the 
Loxd hath'given us Spirituall Weapons , with which we make 
War , not with the Perſons of any men, but with the Afar of 
Sin, that dwelleth in them, and with Spirizuall Wickedneſs that 
fateth in the high Places, this alſo was the Apoſtles Warfare ; 
and this alſo is our Warfare, and our Weapons are #ut exe, and 
we are all of one 111d, of one heart, and one Spirit, and we live 
in Love one with another, and defire to do good unto all men, and 
here We are brought out of the Srrrfe., and out of Contention, 
out of Exvy, and Malice, and fo we are far from Oppreſſon, 
and ſhedding of Blood ; we live out of Falſhood , and Lying, 
ſpeaking the Truth from our heart, ſo that we have no Swearing 
amongſt #4, norneed of going to Law ; and herein we do the 
thing thatis well pleaſing ro God, and we have no (' Cm armga 

or 
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for it : and this 1s that we labour tor, to bring People to, out 
of the Evil Doing,into the Well dozng ; out of Envy, and Strife, 
into Love, and Xx1tie, that all may be brought into the ſame 
with #4 , to live in Love, and Peace, and Queryeſs, and live 
in the Enjoyment of Gods Precious Preſence for Evermore ; and 
this is that our Souls long for, that it might be well with every 
Soul upon the Earth, Therefore knaw this ,O ye Ralers,and 
Magiſtrates, this is the thing the Lord requireth to be done, 
that ye forthwith ſtand up, and pat forth the Sword of Fuſtice 
with ſpeed, and let true Judgement be Executed throughout the 
Land, that the Heathen may fall before you, that the Innocent 
may no longer be puniſhed , and let the guilty go free : Therefore 
ye Rules, once more I ſay unto you, be ye wiſe in this 
your Day, Which is far ſpent: for yet a little while will the Lord 
ſpare you,to try you, to ſee Whether you will hearken hereunto, 
or not ; andif ye reſiſt, and ſtill go on, in Rebelling againſt 
the Lord , then ſuddain Deſtruttion cometh ; in which Day you 
will find »» help :» the Earth, And this was upon me from the 
Lord to lay betore you, which I have done in Love, and Tex- 
derneſs unto you, and in Farthfulniſs to my Maker , that whe- 
| ther you Will hear or forbear, I have cleared my Conſcience 
before the Lord, 


Written in the Com- Who am one that truely deſires 
mon Priſon in Barba- the good of you all, that you all 
dos,1 1th, 2d, Month, may be partakers of Gods Pre- 

1661, cious Mercy, even as I am,my 


Bonds onely excepted , which 1 
wrongfully ſuffer by you, 


THOMAS CLARK, 


THE END, 


